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Current State of Community Diagnosis Educational Practice

in Fundamental Nursing Education in Bachelor Degree Courses

USHIO Yuko

Abstract

In fundamental education for Public Health Nurses in Japan, “Community Diagnosis” has been important
academic content since the late 1950s. In this research study, we explored the current state of community
diagnosis education reported in the literature in the decade between 2001 and 2011, during which public
health nursing courses at universities soared. We searched the literature using the Igaku Chuo Zasshi Web
database using the following search terms : “community diagnosis,” “community assessment,” “community
grasp, ~ “community health nursing diagnosis,” and “education.” Results of our search provided 16 research
studies on clinical practice and classroom exercise programs on community diagnosis in undergraduate
nursing courses, which we analyzed.

The following three conditions became clear as a result of our review :

1. “Community diagnosis” was defined two different ways. One was defined as the process of clarifying the
health problems of the community. The other definition included steps in the process of clarifying health
problems, and planning resolution.

2. Designating the target community and information collecting procedures for community diagnosis were
varied. Some educational programs included resolution planning and others did not.

3. As a result of classification of learning objectives using Bloom’s taxonomy, all programs included the
cognitive domain in the learning objectives. Only a few programs included affective and psychomotor
domains. It was challenging to evaluate student achievement of the learning objectives based on student
responses and planned nursing activities.

It was apparent to the researchers that the concept of “Community Diagnosis” had to be clarified as
content included in community health nursing education. Moreover, faculty must consider goal setting that

focuses on student readiness. In addition, new teaching strategies and methods must be developed.

Key words : community diagnosis ; nursing diagnosis ; public health nursing ;, university nursing program
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