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A Drama of the Body Overpowering the Mind

in Keats’s ‘Ode on Indolence’

ANABUKI Akiko

Abstract

This paper discusses several points in Keats’s ‘Ode on Indolence’. First, we wonder why Keats praises
indolence, not ambition, love or poesy which are valuable to him and discuss Keats’'s meaning of indolence.
Second, we examine the biblical interpretation of Matthew 6 . 28 and Luke 12 . 27 which is used as the
epigraph. Keats’s indolence can be interpreted as release from worries and anxieties of ambition, love or
poesy. Third, we point out Keats’s indolence is different from what James Thomson and others praised. It
places a premium on physical restoration and on his realization of the brevity of life. Finally, we conclude
Keats’s attitude toward indolence is valuable because it forecasts laborers’ rights to strike, or the physically-

disabled or invalid’ refusal to work.

Key words . Keats ; indolence ; diligence ; physicality ; Mathew.
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