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Construction of a Low-Temperature Regenerative Adsorption
Refrigeration System Using PNIPAM Gel
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Department of Mechanical Engineering

Abstract

Adsorption refrigerators are refrigeration systems that utilize waste heat to generate cooling. Existing
adsorption refrigerators use silica gel or zeolite as the adsorbent for water vapor. In contrast, it is anticipated
that using PNIPAM gel—which exhibits a property where its water retention capacity changes significantly
with temperature—as the adsorbent material will enable regeneration at lower temperatures than
conventional methods. In this study, a test unit for an adsorption refrigerator was constructed to measure its
refrigeration performance, comparing cases with PNIPAM gel and silica gel as adsorbents. As a result,
PNIPAM gel showed approximately 1.3 times higher cooling performance than silica gel under the present

experimental conditions.
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Fig.2 Schematic diagrams of the operating principle of the adsorption refrigeration cycle
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Fig.3 Overview of the experiment (during Step 2 operation)
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Fig.4 Temperature responses of the adsorber during heating and cooling processes
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Fig.6 Cumulative particle size distribution of silica gel
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RZ
Ds - E @)

BELND. AFZE THWZRAE 3 mm (R=1.5X103 m) DI VHFZ AT HOWC, HEESHZ © = 2.5 h(9000 s) & F=iC
RATBHE

Dy= 1.7X 101 m¥/s ®)

LD,
Santos HiX. Sakoda and Suzuki (ZF-S<[FEARD LDF £7 V% W BINIEEf%REc % Arrhenius I CH 2 TED,
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SR TITBWT Dy~ 107 m¥s OA—F —ThHdHEH
HLTWA[18].
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B S A BT B L TR 2 B2 R O IR S S A 1 Fig.8 Cooling temperature of each cycle
— kR TI e BRE D DB AL E CIRIRE IS E N BN
HOT, MAEMORENEIML CTREMNEL 2Dl +ITHEREL R W EM OEIE B2 5720 ThHEE 2 bb.

Pl EO#ERMNS, LIEOER TIIREd 1 BHIZVOT I VERE 30 g LT

WU, R A 7V % 6 [FREDIK L7 BR O EIRE AL % Fig8 (nd . AHIREIL 22 CTho7z. 34
A7V B PABEITZR R AR E OIR T 2B /2o TND DY, ZAUTATIR D FEFE B~ OBMZ A LT E M OB, B
OME IR D783 SR BE AR T PED R B BREY ) DD R BL TnbEE 2 bID. 4 FA7VEE 6 A7V H DM ODIR
ER T 0.1°CE FEl-TEY, 6 YAV HLUBEOEER FIZSHINSRDETHEND. ZOZEEEEx T, EEF
M OHFINLLUE DO RBR TR K6V A7V ETEA T LIz,

DL EDOF iR A E 4, R CIIAREEZ VT PNIPAM 7L DU EPEREZZEMML , S U047 L LD A1 T
D.

)
=2
»
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B2
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DO
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-
w
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5 PNIPAM 47 /L0 ¥ B
5.1 BAEB I A7V OBERBT

W5 B T T DI B BRI BN 1 AV PIIE RS DGR, TRbb AR EEICL->TRRREN
%. T TARHEITIL, PNIPAM 7L OKRFER W E RFEICE D& WS B YA 7V OF RN 21T\ BRI 70 m i 2h
REFTMT5.

PNIPAM 7 /L% T L 72 K R R R B & P ISR i L, KRR % 25.0 CIZE @ L2 IRBE T, SUEHREZ 50 THD
26.5 CETEMAIE I, FIREIZIBWTHORRFFRH AR TR ICEREEZME L. TO/MRE Figd 1R
. RERII I A ko B BRI O R AIRE ThD. ED, KA S EITIEEETICHEVEINT 2000,
WA 1T DR AL BT 2L | ZOEITFESN THIIENR DD,

RERFEBLORME ATV RAE MG TEDEE T DE, WHE B BT A7V DA R E B, W&
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Fig.9 Calculation method for effective adsorption capacity Fig.10 Cooling effect at each regeneration temperature by
in static analysis static analysis
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Table 1. Experimental conditions used in all refri

eration cycle experiments

Ambient temp. Heater voltage Fan speed Adsorption temp. Desorption temp.
C \Y rpm C C
23.0 50 3,400 25 50

RREL WA MR AB O 2L U CRIIT TED. B2, MIEARIRE OKZRKIRIRE) 25.0 °C, A IRE 265 CTWRAEL
1To7284A . PNIPAM 7L OB 0.225 kglkg THD. —J7, PLETEE 40 CIZRITHEME 5 BT 0.060 kg/kg
THY, AREBITTDOETHD 0.165 kg/kg £725.

WEMERE M, BIEORFKERE L HEDRERE AWe ET5L. 1 A7V ETZVDOWRBEGE Qo TR TRE
n5.

Ceq= MLAWeq 9

25 CIZRBIIBKDOEFEEEN [=2442.3 kl/kg VDL, PNIPAM 7L 1 kg 470 OHIGH M AR 1T 403 kl/kg &725.
DI, WAE T RIS SO TR MEREZ 3N 32 5 k% . ARBFIE TIIERIENT EIESS. PNIPAM 7 /W2 W TH K
M EE DI U TRAEIRIRE Z —BR22 0 A0 T D 7o EBRAAT 2 XM AE 8 B D3 LT B R L CE D23,
KIS TDERT =2 PR R LTSI, AR CIEF AT ICE DM R 35,

VAT IAZ DD THFERIAT 24TV FAEIREZ LOMMB RA L U/ RE Fig.10 (R 3. TORR., HAEIR
FE7S 50 ‘CLAF ORI AEITIZ, PNIPAM 7LD 5 358 1 kg M7 DM R PR E LM 3 sz, 7o
ZLL AR L72& 360, 2B DR BRI IL B PRIk B 2R E LT BRRR I CHY . EERDOW Y17 Tl
Jit 75 o B DB A 2 T BRI B RN ETHS.

5.2 BRYA7VEBRSME

ARWFFETHE 2 Xy R ARV A7 VIE, 5 3 Tl A~ E AT 7 (step 1 BLW step 2) 1IZFEESWOTHEK
SNTWD., RETIEL, ZROOEIEAT v 7% | BRI 72 G A7 V3G DI CTLR A, T B, LR C BLW
T D ELTHELT 5.

BRMICIE, TR A BIOTLRE C X, V72U EE CRAE R EIMNENE/ XM T2 T2 TH i KRR L2
YL, L B IIARRMERR LA 0, TR D IXEsEas B Lo Biog (FF4) BRICRHIE 375, LR ik, 2
OLRRERIZE SO THEY A7V FERGA IS 5.

ATET O FFRIMRNTRS A E 4 RRBIEEZ WM B A 7V EREITo72. KRG MEE Table 1 (TR, RAFSE
TiE, TRABLOTRE CIHY T2 7H - TRABBELR - ET, TR BWE) BLOTRED(HE) 20K 2 X
RIS A7 VB U, WS IZIE PNIPAM 7V EBEX IV E W, ZOMO ST RV FEI—&L
7-.

53 B AINVERER

PNIPAM 7 VB LI AT v TR YA 7 v %
6 W UT-BRO KRR E 2% Fig.1l IZRT.
FEBIARIE %5 2 F A2 H ETICAR IR E TR X
ARTFL., ZOBITEEIR T RN m N A5
ni-.

6 VANV TRERICBITDIEERTEKTHE,
PNIPAM 7 /L% W35 A 1213 1.64K DR MG DT
DITH L SUBZFALTIE 1.29K Thol-. Thbb, &
FEERIEE DS FTlE, PNIPAM 7 U3 b7 L bt S T S S
LT 13 EOREK T 2R 0 1 2 3 4 5 6

3.3 Hi Tk Rzl RFEBRTIL 0.01K D4 REET,
+0.1K ORFEDOREFHHEITo TS, K EMHTOR
TEEITIEITH L3, Bk 35 F R (Fig.12) ([T

— Silica gel
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Fig.11 Comparison of PNIPAM gel and silica gel
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DI, KM EDL LT OB X EBRTHLHE R ITHb0X Desorption fime

ANl Ko T RERIZIV UL T L E %) 22k —— 7min

PNIPAM %L i K T I A B2 s Bl S iz e °\; -y

Z5. g —v— 10 min
BRI (Fig 1) SR ORI ORE R (Fig 10) A1k <5 = 21T —%= 11 min
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FERTIC R DR RSB BN RIZ, PNIPAM 7V 233 U 7 2 20k

pLE REB, EREFAM RERE 500 EB) 5

HETOTNTHSD. BREOHERIIE EHE O

BAEMZ BN, 441 HTRATEINT, W3 O E 190 T 8 B 4 & &

RSP IUT LD ERISEWE BRI AR E X5, &

BRI L2 T BT E TR [12] TR SILTUG Cyele

W S B ORI B AT SR A HE TES Fig.12 Difference in Cooling performance by

A, [ ERITE LR BN T > T0Eb 00, HEkE desorption time

Mgt A%+ HEBR CE TN | KETEDIEE

B REN, EEBMFGICITES . 2720 FERICEDE, HEE&EE(LOHEEISE X PNIPAM 7LV )7 B EL
PNIPAM 7 VO FEREEFIIZ VAT NVIDRENEZ X 6ND. ZOZLTREREEZB B LM ERIZ I B 7L
FIERNC/2 DI ERL TV, 1IZh27030 5§, Fig.11 DOFEBR T/RENTZ PNIPAM 7 /L DAL R 4t O Fr A fiR
HrOFERIVIERL TS, ZOZ 8T, BEE N SEEN AL EBIZH W AEMITIRE EFRENL, IRWVIRE CHE T 57
. Fig. 11 (ZR DR D PNIPAM 7V OB APENIREST2EE X HZ LT, EEICHPTE5.

L bt ABFFR CIEHEL LI A 7V T, WS R X B P E > TR LT, FIchis TR Tide—4—TAa
TRIZINENS 218 | BENE DS F RO A L7257 | BVIFEEB DS OWAAE TREVRESTWDLEEZLND. 2T,
WEITIIMAE R Z R T DL T MR M L3 20 ~2Z28eL Tz,

54 BAERESGERERICRIETES

AR DX, AREBRIEE G, | - Mg TRES S ICET T 2R TRABITL CQOD AR HY B2
D F % NET DM TR Cr, BV MR D<A TR 2K TUCW D RTREMER®H 5. 22T, AR EZ 2k
VT 5A O BIERE R FEAG L7z

i, 75 B ) 2 B SV IE R L2 B DR T AR DIRE IR T4 Fig 12 (R d. Z0fE 5. MAERME 10 A TER T 52
ETRERTIIEMML 20, 2l HIER L TOBERW BT A ONRN o7, ZOZEND, REBREBE TV TIM
AR 10 3R E ROl R ChHEHIMT LT,

vd
(7T TR S RS S S PYSTS S S

O I <= *@

Amount of water vapor in
the adsorbent chamber
(including adsorbed water)

/77@ _____________

MEyf-ceeemmo- $ @
X

Relative pressure

Fig.13 State change of water in each stage

- 25 -



REPORTS OF GRADUATE SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING,UNIVERSITY OF HYOGO No.78(2025)

5.5 B 1
AREBRCIL, W BN T S W 3 b O TR o I

B FNENRE S 1 RICB O TRE L. WS 3 0.8

THE A L O BN > TIREE 434 2 U TS 1] g sl

BEMEDN S B LT ETEARV. —F T, AKFFED B o |

VL W B A 0 00 B AT T FEE 3 A oA B B 2 AT 5 S 04

22T, A—EEBLOE—EEEM Fickny ~ i

T WA OB SRR R E S B A AR 1 0.2

Wl 5L T, ZOTb, WEN B LORE ) ol . > . [

R SRR TH —THILICEY WA M oS 0 10 20

ERE [ R T G e S o R K v & B IV Ve <11 [ B Evaporator temp. (‘C)
ATl 5.2 BiTERLETR A~ TR D 0Kk

SAERBEI ANV ERIREL T, BB MEREOE (L ER Fig.14 Relative Pressure between Eva. and Ads.

IZDOWTEETS. Figll BXW Fig.12 (TRLIZH

FA VNV FEERFE R TIE, M OB A7 VICB W TRERIBEIR T RNAEL, OB TR EE LR 2 1T/ D8 m
RS AT. ZOZENL, AR ~DINBNOOBIR AL WAE RN OEKER T OB GTICL-> TR TED. AT
WrB TEDNTODL DD, SERIIMBNODER AZBI S ZLITTE T, ARBREMET 321200 T, MmEkic
FAWBE L AR EIDE S T NN 7280, IR T AMEencias.

Fig.13 X, WAHEZRNITIETE T KO B L AR KED R AR LIEL DO THSD. K OMERIL & 25 NI
FETBAKD R GRIRGR+EAEK) | BRI SR RETH 5. FARNT Tt BAERBL WA B+ BMIT b8
AVIREBIZTAZENO BLUO@ ICRETHEREL TS, —F EEOBEI A7 Tix, TREFOHIFKICEY.,
A BL O F L EHERBICEET HRNCEIVEZONE720  RIBIZOBLIVOQ TR T §5. 20k, EEEIZHA7L
W% 535 KERE (mo—mo) (XFHOMNT CHEINDIE (ne —me) LVH/NS<A) | BB CTHROND G 2N R I3
A 7e FEREIOBIK T35,

IHIT, Fig.14 (TR $ X0, BREB/IELDME T 0L, WAERISH TOHMAREIIREUE T T, w71
DEBRBIGERTIT, TR ARBEOREEITILALERNDT, 1 A7V B DOWE TR (TR B) DM AESIE Py
IZZHBD TEL > TS, ZOBRT AN EERTEBBROBENMETT2L, Po /S0, i BRI EOK T
TR A EOWAESERITI2D, MBENMET T2ERERD. 2O, YAV EREQDIZEREE N /NEL
25— EEZ LS.

WA, WA B DIERRE DB ONWTELET 5. Fig.13 1BV T X TRUEITEARRIEIZ I W TR S 2N O 35
MR ETDRBLRETHD. ZOBED me  me \ZIWIEE TG 2N CEMEICE 5 LRV KR KSR | 7 sissh S idra)
L5 iR, S EIOERTIE 4.4 TR~ WEM OB OREM OFE&EEZ DL TERY, 2
D EBERIK T OERIR> TS, ZZRIEROWREIR IS BMR A LAKE IR T IXBETORWER THLI, AT
DWEM DOBEIZEDE TR ELGROT AR ERDDIEIIFHETHY, FEEMEZO T EITR G EEERR A RFE 2D,

ML ED IS, EBRTHONT-M BN R E AT OFE KA TEIHZ 1T, 25 E O ERI T 36 L ONE R SR R
THLOTHY, "EMZOLO DMK FICLDL DO TR EWN LS. — 5T, Fig.1l IRLEEESIC, R—EEBLW
Al —&AF FIZB W T, PNIPAM Z/UiI s U7 L E0b KERIBER F2/RLTZ. 2, PNIPAM 7V MR B A4 4
WCBWTHOHZERAE BEHER CELRFEE AL TV ThiHEE 2 LS.

BRI, ARIEE O IR RRI O B BN ENDHME T Tl BAERE MRS TOEREEZHERF CXOMBEMBAFIL
725, RBFFEDOFERIL. PNIPAM 7 /L AME IR BEEH O U 25 2 B Il LS M EL CH R THDHT LR RIBL TR,
B AN REE BoE LT 52 8T, &LRDMEREN LN W T&ED

6 &8

AHFIETIE AR CEME T2 E MY A7 VO EREBLZREL WAEMEL TR NV BIOREIG BT L
THD PNIPAM 7 VA WG G OW R A7 AYEREARIE LTz, FrIC, IRIR A S T2 T WA M OE WD
PRI RAE TS B L, BN B L O B A 2 L ZBR O W T A D L iR 24T o 7.

FP. FRABEL T, EEOE 2R, W52 FAROBEISE R, RO ORI T Do BRSO
WBETEMUT. 2O R, RFRCRIEL R AE BT AT AEBREEE L BRI A 7V EREIT) LT+
R[EMEEAL TR, Eo, - mENCE T AR A HE T2 T, & LREMZ G HEMICR E CELI LN MRS
7o, ZHICED, IO B IEREREM ISR W T, RS A #E — LT iR 3 AT e & 7n o 7.
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WA, KRR A5 Bl S<EFARNT 21T\, PNIPAM 7L e U7 VOB G e i TR sh B this L7z, = DR R,
PNIPAM #/LVIZBLAEIREN 35~50 C OIRIEMEBICE T, UL LL0bE WA AE BEA L, WAEH 1 kg
B DWHHN KRB REL 2D ATREMEA RS AT, ZOMAT#E R, PNIPAM 7L AMEIR BRE) 55 (4 T rTRE 72 &
t ﬁi%%ﬁﬁ%é%ﬁkbf?ﬁﬂf%é EETRTHLDOTHD.

T, BT EREEE A AW TR A7V EREAT ST fE R Bl — S TIZEB W T, PNIPAM 7 /WEs V7 v
&ttixbmﬁ 1.3 oW RER Uz, BT CRLN M BN R EERE RO I D | B OB T
FREFRIOMHIBRIZED W5 A EEDR B ISR T 2N TREBYIVE X OGN TWAIEMIIRIBENTZ. ZOIH 7 hil 51
TIZRWThH, PNIPAM 7N VA7 L 0 @D M RE 2 R LI 2 8%, IR A S FI281F5 PNIPAM 7L OF
R EANT R R THD.

Fio, PAEREFMAZ T LERO D, REBEICB O UIMARMEZ 10 DRELTLIZLETHHIENR RERDZLE
Wopinote. ZOREEIL, PNIPAM 7L DM RYEREDS, W A& M O S 7210 T2 RS OMEFT I ICb R B
HZEERLTEREY, MRS O E DD AL RE A ﬁb\fﬁ%f%é’k%ﬁbft\é

PLEDFERNS | ARAFIE CRAEL 7RG RS AT A REREEE 2BV T, PNIPAM 7 /WX U 7L LR LT L
TP RER R L, ﬁiﬁlﬁkfﬁﬁlﬁﬁ#é%ﬁ%ﬁ%@ﬁﬁkﬂ%ﬂlﬁ%ﬁ&bfﬁfﬂf&;é_&ﬁ)ﬁﬂm Lipoie. H%IEL, WA
DARENERERCWL 75 M Bl i 3 I BRE BRI RUE T B D W TRFT B D A2 8T, AL THRLNIEROZ Y 1A L0
FEMICRE T2 ZEDSERE THD.

BEXH
[1] EMNES :FT Ml T, au k. p.379-399, (1967).

]
[2] JRAE—KER : s O BREG L PERE . B AW #i2 (1967).
[3] H=WEFEES i, 92(6) . p.33-36(2017).
[4] BEARGFE k., .92(11) . p.34-40 (2017).
[5] AR SEdL, 1FD: BRI -4 T2 SUEE . 40(223), 45-53(2015).
[6] hHEEF AREN, 45(19). p.21-25(2006).
[7] Saha, B.B., Boelman, E.C. & Kashiwagi, T.: Energy, 20, 983-994(1995).
[8] Saha, B.B., Akisawa, A. & Kashiwagi, T.: Energy, 22, 437-447(1997).

[9] Critoph, R.E: Applied Thermal Engineering, 18, 799-807 (1998).

[10] Wang, W., Zheng, X., Li, D., Cai, J. & Pan, Q.: Energy, 311, 133407 (2024).

[11] Kubota, M., Mochizuki, T., Yamashita, S., Kita, H. & Tokuyama, H.: Mater. Today Commun., 22, 100804 (2020).
[12] DR S S R 2R 2R TR Ze R B30 (2023).

[13] Hirokawa, Y. & Tanaka, T.:Journal of Chemical Physics, 81, 6379-6380 (1984).

[14] Yildiz, B., Isik, B. & Kis, M. : Polymer, 42(6), 2521-2529 (2001).

[15] Cmarik, G.E., James C. K. & Timothy L. H.:Int. Conf. Environmental Systems. No. ICES-2018-2 (2018).

[16] Cherukupally, p., Hao, B., Zhang, Z. & Williams, D.: 10.33774/chemrxiv-2021-vmf6c (2021).

[17] Sakoda A. & Suzuki M.: J. Chem. Eng. Jpn., 17, 52-57 (1984).

[18] dos Santos, J. C., de Lima, J. A., Gurgel, J. M. & Marcondes, F.: J. Brazil. Soc. Mech. Sci. Eng., 43, 313 (2021).

- 27 -



LLJ RN KRR e LA FE R e No. 78

S84 3 H 18 H FAT

AR o RN KSR TR 7R}
T671-2280 AHEETHEE2167
E i (079) 266 — 1661

FBITHE RN REEEAN RN KRS
T651 2197 #4717 X 52 E T8 -2 1
FE ZF  (078) 794 - 6580






