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Population-Focused Nursing in the United States

Improving Baccalaureate Nursing Education in Japan

USHIO Yuko', TAKEMURA Kazuko? , KOMAKI Kyoko" , MATSUSHITA Mitsuko®’
IINO Rie", SHIOMI Misa'’, SHIMASAWA Junnko®’, MIYASHIBA Tomoko®’

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to obtain suggestions for future directions of community  public health
nursing education in a baccalaureate degree program in Japan. This was accomplished by reviewing the trends
and contents of the community public health nursing undergraduate programs in the United States. In the
US, the necessity of education on population-focused practice is increasing because of the expanding demand
of nurses with public health skills. Therefore, the shortage of clinical practice facilities is a problem, and
finding new facilities and developing new programs is a priority. The partnership with practice fields is
emphasized in clinical practices that focus on the population. A positive outcome of clinical practices is
educational effects for the students. Additionally, effects for the residents and facilities were mentioned.

In Japan, there is a possibility that practical education can focus on diverse fields of the community ~

population and not only on administrative district units.

Key words . public health nursing ; community health nursing ; population—focused practice ;

baccalaureate nursing education ; the United States
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