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Review of Research Trends in Teachers’ Practical Knowledge:
With a Focus on F.M. Connelly and D.]. Clandinin’s Research

FUJIWARA Akira ?

Abstract

This article examines F.M. Connelly and D.]J. Clandinin’s research on teachers’ practical knowledge, for the
purpose of understanding research trends and clarifying the relevant issues. They have researched the practical
knowledge of teachers, shifting the key concept of their research from “personal practical knowledge” to
“professional knowledge landscapes”, which gives us suggestions concerning what meaning we find in research
on teachers’ practical knowledge, what we presume it to be, how we can approach it, and how we present the
results of research.

First, it is shown that in their early research, Connelly and Clandinin came up with some categories which
express “personal practical knowledge”, based on stories of practices which are constructed and reconstructed
through conversations with teachers. Next, some researchers’ criticisms of Connelly and Clandinin’ s research
on “personal practical knowledge” are referred to; concerning their research, some point out the lack of
consideration for the social, institutional, and historical contexts of the teachers’ practices, others refer to the
insufficiency of practical knowledge being expressed only through a system of categories. Furthermore, it is
shown that subsequently, in terms of “professional knowledge landscapes”, Connelly and Clandinin researched
practical knowledge of teachers, focusing on the social and institutional contexts of the teachers’ practices, and
to consider that teachers’ stories of practices themselves represent such knowledge.

In conclusion, it is discussed that the appropriateness of their focus on the social and institutional contexts of
the teachers’ practices and their viewpoint of teachers’ stories narrating practices as media representing
practical knowledge is mentioned, while recognizing that they don’t give sufficient consideration to the
historical contexts. And it is also pointed out that the recent tendency of their research in terms of
“professional knowledge landscapes”, which regards teachers’ identities as important, has a possibility of
obscuring the practical implications for teachers.
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