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Present conditions and issues of supporting nursing research
at the hospitals in Hyogo

— An investigation of support system for “nursing research aimed at
continuous education for nurses”—

NISHIHIRA Tomoko Y, MIYASHIBA Tomoko ”, OTSUKA Kumiko ”, SAKASHITA Reiko

Abstract

Many nurses tackle nursing research at the clinical settings in Japan. Though it was suggested that the
support system for them were limited to its recourses, time and budget, few studies focus on those
issues. We conducted the research to clarify the actual condition of the research support system for
nurses at the clinical settings in Hyogo prefecture. This report focused on the support system of the
nursing research for the continuous educational purpose.
{Subjects and Methods>

Questionnaire about the support system for nursing research were mailed to the chief of research
committee or if there is no such position, the director of nursing of all 355 hospitals listed by Hyogo
Prefectural Government. Questionnaire was constricted of 18 questions about the support system.
The content validity was considered by the plural researchers’ discussion. Descriptive statistics was
performed for each question.
<{Results and Discussion>
Among 132 (37.2%) returned, 92 (69.7%) hospitals answered they organize the nursing research mainly
for continuous educational purpose. The categories of those hospitals were 37 (40.2%) general
hospitals, 31 (33.7%) acute care hospitals and so on.
Targets of the continuous education were mainly nurses who reached the certain length of service (68
hospitals, 73.9%), those who reach the certain level of skill (the radar) or all staff nurses. Only 2
hospitals (2.2%) targeted the voluntary participants.
As supports, most hospitals (71, 77.2%) conducted that chief nurses or senior nurses supported the
participants, approximately 30% of hospitals conducted to build the nursing research committee, to
offer the consultation by the instructor outside the hospital. Only 16 hospitals (17.4%) secured enough
time for research, nurses use mainly their private time at the rest of the hospitals (82.6%). Most of the
hospitals (89, 96.7%) opened the hospital presentation to show their outcome, however few were
submitted to the academic journals for publication. The main methods of the literature review were
‘internet access which is not contained literature review database)’ at 83 hospitals (90.2%) and
‘subscribed Japanese journals’ at 78 hospitals (84.8%). On the other hand, only about 30-40% of the
hospitals offer the database for literature review.
It was revealed that time, recourses and the facility for literature review were not enough supported
though nursing research for the continuous educational purpose was enhanced for many nurses. The
further study is needed to clarify the significance and placement of the nursing research by nurses at
the clinical site, how to evaluate its outcome and how to prepare the support system.
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